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(PATENT) 

THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Satoshi Mizutani et al. 

Application No. : 1 0/782,407 Confirmation No. : 4329 

Filed: February 18, 2004 Art Unit: 3761 

For: INTERLABIAL PAD Examiner: J. F. Stephens 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

As a result of an Office Action of April 21, 2006 regarding the above-referenced patent 
application, Applicants have been required to elect one of eight species for further prosecution, 
which were described as follows: 



• Species 1, as represented by Fig. 1; 

• Species 2, as represented by Fig. 3; 

• Species 3, as represented by Fig. 4; 

• Species 4, as represented by Fig. 5A; 

• Species 5, as represented by Fig. 6A; 

• Species 6, as represented by Fig. 7A; 

• Species 7, as represented by Fig. 8A; and 

• Species 8, as represented by Fig. 9A. 

Applicants elect Species 4, which is directed to current claims 1 - 5, 12 and 13, and is 
depicted by FIG. 4. 
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The above election is made without traverse. 

Therefore, Applicants request that claims 1 - 5, 12 and 13 be examined, and withdraw claims 
6-11 and 14-21 from current consideration. Applicant hereby reserve the right to continue 
prosecution of the one or more of the non-elected claims in a divisional application. In addition, 
Applicants respectfully submit that claim 1 is a generic claim, and upon allowance of generic claim 
1, that Applicants are entitled to rewrite claims one or more of withdrawn claims 6-11 and 14-21 
to depend from allowed claim 1, and to reinstate the rewritten claims as being allowable based on 
their dependence from allowable claim 1 . 

Therefore, in view of the above election and remarks, it is respectfully requested that a 
Notice of Allowance as to all pending claims be issued in this case. 

If there are any other issues remaining which the Examiner believes could be resolved 
through either a Supplemental Response or an Examiner's Amendment, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number indicated below. 

Dated: May 15, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No.: 44,528 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 1 0 1 50-5257 
(212) 527-7700 
(212) 527-7701 (Fax) 
Attorneys/Agents For Applicant 
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Certificate of Express Mailing Under 37 CFR 1.10 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
Express Mail, Airbill No. in an envelope addressed to: 7 0 0 0 8 3 87 m ^(S 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



on May 15, 2006 

Date 




Signature 

Thomao J , Boan Lllh 6 /si GbfLl*- 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



Registration Number, if applicable Telephone Number 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of mailing, or this certificate must identify 
each submitted paper. 
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